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EVALUATION REPORT

International event 'The Crisis of Social Thought Today and its Implications for the Post – Yugoslavian Social Condition', Infoshop, AKC Metelkova mesto, Ljubljana, April 28 –May 2, 2010
The consultation meeting “The Crisis of Social Thought Today and its Implications for the Post-Yugoslavian Social Condition” was organized within the framework of the East East: Partnership Beyond Borders Program at the Peace Institute. 

The aim of the Consultation Meeting “The Crisis of Social Thought Today and its Implications for the Post-Yugoslavian Social Condition”, organized by Workers’-Punk’s University, is to critically examine and propose alternatives to a very persistent and widespread recent phenomena, characteristic for both academia and space of state politics as well as for ordinary everyday thinking and conduct of citizens: a translation of specifically social and political processes, problems and phenomena into economic terms.
The main purpose of this evaluation was to get feed back from general public and to analyze the level of success. The evaluation questionnaire was used as a method for evaluation: participants were asked to full-fill in a questionnaire after the event. The event was held for 5 days and every day the number of participants and audience varied (from 15 to 30 per day). The evaluation questionnaires were delivered at the end of the last day, thus 16 questionnaires were returned to the organizers.
The questionnaire was divided into two parts: one with closed questions and the second with open–ended question. The first part consisted of three questions: evaluation of the useful of the content, the quality of structure and the level of organization. The answers were measured using the Likert's 1-to-5 scale, where 1 means 'strongly disagree' and 5 'strongly agree'. The second part consisted of three open-ended questions with which we wanted to learn what participants found as best part, what they missed and what they suggested for the improvements of similar international events in the future.
INDICATOR                                                        MEAN VALUE
Usefulness of the content                                                4.38
Quality of the structure                                                   4.82
Level of the organization                                                4.82
The results show that the average estimation measured by the three indicators was very high. The results show that the event fulfilled its goals: 44% participants stated that they strongly support the selected content and they found it very useful (they encircled number 5), 50% encircled the number 4 and 6% stayed neutral (encircled the number 3).

81% participants stated that they strongly agree with the structure of the event (they encircled number 5) and 19% encircled number 4 (they agree).
The vast majority of participants was very satisfied with the level of organization which can be confirmed with the data that 81% participants encircled number 5, 19% encircled number 4 (they were satisfied). 

‘Open-ended questions’:

Participants were asked to write down what was best, what they missed and what are their suggestions for the improvement in the future. Only one participant left this part of questionnaire empty, which can interpreted as s/he was satisfied with the event since their answers to the closed questions was high. 
It can be seen from the answers below that the vast majority of the participants liked best the selection of the speakers, the content of their presentations and debate. They missed more promotion of the event, more time to prepare for the meeting, discussions, informal gatherings and some other things below. They strongly suggested better language coordination, more debate and some other things listed above. 

What did you like best?

· The variety of the presentations and very decent organization of lectures

· Productive discussions

· Meeting new people and meeting old friends

· Possibility to discuss theoretical and political issues with foreign researches

· Competent lectures from the other countries, opportunity to exchange the ideas in the informal ways

· Subject

· The fact that the lectures were unorthodox, yet thoroughly systematic and well argued for

· Different view points

· Various critical approaches towards certain theories

· The content, the issue of this event very important, because it is completely ignored by official universities and research organizations

· The debate and critique of historical materialism and reflections on the most effective and productive leftist thinking of present situation

What did you miss?

· More promotion before the event, nobody printed the poster

· More time to prepare for the conference –same form of prolonged long-distance form of collaboration

· Maybe one additional day of informal meeting

· More time

· Perhaps a broader audience

· More talk about economical policies of the countries of former Yugoslavia

· Maybe more interventions from the known way of thinking of Slovenian philosophical left

What are your suggestions for improvement?
· More investments in electronic and also employing experts for identity check-up of people involved in the organization

· Translation of Slovenian lectures

· Looser schedule

· Shorter lectures

· Better language coordination

· The event could be more advertised

· Inviting participants from more different countries

· To last longer  

· It would be better if it would be all in English

· Standardize the lecture in one

· More speakers

· To enlarge the space for interventions 

Conclusions:

The international event can be evaluated as a very successful in terms of mean values, since the estimations of each measured focuses (content, structure and organization) are very high. On 1-to-5 scale where 1 stands for ‘strongly disagree’ and 5 for ‘strongly agree’ all of the mentioned focuses were estimated with more than 4 as a mean value in average. 

