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The Peace Institute, Ljubljana, Slovenia (www.mirovni-institut.si) 

Call for papers 

Conference title: Women's empowerment through community based tourism and cultural exchange: chances and challenges of grassroots development projects
 

Kigali, Rwanda, 19th – 21st November 2010

While combining tourism and mobilization of local cultural resources with social empowerment and poverty reduction, responsible community based tourism initiatives became largely present across Africa, Asia, and elsewhere. Supported by international agencies they aim at becoming sites of innovation, creativity, good examples of social entrepreneurship and cultural exchange. Such initiatives strive to include ethical and cultural developmental aspects, wildlife preservation and environmental sustainability, as well as to enhance local social capacities and economic benefits for the wider population. Moreover, the attempt is to guarantee ethical management and more equal distribution of income while including wider communities. They also aim at transforming the tourist consumer’s perspective, ideas and behavior into a more engaged and critical involvement with visiting regions and benefits of their inhabitants. 

Women are being increasingly targeted both as consumers and potential beneficiaries of these new forms of empowerment and business strategies, closely linked with the development initiatives. A range of projects emerged, and numerous operators offer community based tourism destinations that introduce several forms and programs of women empowerment. Moreover, in March 2008, the UNWTO launched a new Action Plan for the empowerment of women through tourism – as a part of UN Millennium Development Goals on gender equality – which represents an opportunity for innovative programs and strategies to foster women’s empowerment and gender equality in tourism.  Plans for new and innovative research, policies and strategies in this area have been developed. It has however been noticed that these initiatives face several challenges:  the communities usually need a great deal of outside assistance with funding, organization, education, understanding and affirming their legal rights, and keeping up with partnership obligations. Furthermore, their attention has to be directed more towards the critical issues of women’s and local communities’ needs and to the identification of multiple forms of discrimination of women that have to be tackled while developing such complex empowerment strategies. 

The organizers of this conference themselves are involved in development and implementation of a grassroots project on women’s and local community empowerment in Rwanda.
 The project combines education, individual support and mentorship, cultural exchange, and income generating activities through community based tourism project. It aims at empowerment of local women through their involvement in local community work, education, mobilization of cultural resources, and small businesses. On the other hand, it aims at the transformation of global cultural stereotypes and prejudices through a creation of a small and transparent support network, and finding new ways of global solidarity and critical involvement practices.  
The conference, a part of this project, represents its reflexive and forward looking component. It aims at creating space for critical thinking while bringing together renown scholars, young researchers, practitioners, NGOs, activists and policy makers, who have experience in research, teaching or practical work in this field. We especially invite those who want to present  innovative perspectives and critically discuss the existing strategies, ideologies, current practices and projects of empowerment of women and poverty reduction through grassroots community projects.
 Furthermore, an important part of this process is to include the beneficiaries themselves in the process of rethinking. Our concern is to build a critical glance at our and related endeavors and practices in this field, gain and exchange knowledge about chances and challenges of similar grassroots projects and strategies, especially in post-conflict areas, and to think about their wider, global social and political impact. We also want to raise awareness and disseminate information and critical thinking about the possibilities of women's empowerment in poverty reduction through responsible community-based tourism and cultural exchange while including a determined  women’s  human rights perspective. 

Partners and participant organizations: Rwanda Association of University Women, New Dawns Associates Tour Operator, Gender, Culture and Development Center at  Kigali Institute of Education and others.
Donors: OSI East-East partnership beyond borders, Delegation of European Commission Kigali, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Republic of Slovenia.

Participants: Scholars and experts in gender and development, particularly experts involved in responsible community tourism, women’s grassroots NGOs involved in the poverty reduction through economic empowerment of women, and Rwandan public officials responsible for gender issues (Minister of gender and family promotion etc), Slovenian experts in tourism and cultural resources management.
Please send your proposed title of the paper, an abstract - up to 2000 characters, and a short CV to Maja Ladic (ladicmaja@gmail.com) and dr. Vlasta Jalušič (jalusic.vlasta@gmail.com) until 5th July 2010. 

List of invited speakers and guests (not completed yet): 

Prof. dr. Irena Ateljević, Wageningen University, Netherlands

Prof dr. Stroma Cole, University of the West of England

Dr. Jeanne d’Arc MUJAWAMARIYA, Minister of Gender and Family Promotion (Ruanda)

Mr. Kabera Callixte, Rector of RTUC, Kigali (or someone from RTUC as expert in community based tourism?)

Dr. Shirley Randell, Centre for Gender, Development and Culture, Kigali Institute of Education

Guest speaker from Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Department of  International Cultural Cooperation, Slovenia EU

SNV Kigali

EC delegation in Kigali
� Sources consulted for this conference call: 


Unesco: Tourism, Culture, and Sustainable Development, Paris, 2006.


Anna Spenceley, Zachary Rozga, Jodi McKeeman, International Centre for Responsible Tourism, South Africa, “Practical initiatives to responsible tourism in destinations: Community and nature based tourism in South Africa”, Paper at The Second International ResponsibleTourism Conference, Kerala, India. 


Irena Ateljević, Project: Empowerment of women through tourism, 
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Program & Abstracts, 3rd Critical Tourism Studies Coference. Connecting Academies of Hope, Zadar, Croatia, June 2009. 


Vlasta Jalušič, Project “Empowering Nyamirambo Women’s Center – Kigali, Peace institute, � HYPERLINK "http://www.mirovni-institut.si" ��www.mirovni-institut.si�





 





� »Empowering Nyamirambo Women's Center«, supported by Delegation of European Comission, Kigali. 


�  A recent critical exchange about related development issues which included  comments about  the experiences of NWC project  can be found at http://aidwatchers.com/2009/06/should-starving-people-be-tourist-attractions/. 






