In the Name of the Author

(mini-symposium and working meeting in Ljubljana, September 29 – October 1, 2006)
The meeting in Ljubljana will convene experts (jurists, sociologists, economists and similar profiles of experts) from Croatia, Austria, Italy, France, the Netherlands, and Slovenia. The meeting is intended to create a joint research group that can respond to contemporary social problems related to the intellectual property, the position of culture and the access to cultural goods. In the field of intellectual property, the everyday political demands produced prompt solutions that were not always aware of contradictions and the new social tensions they provoked. The right of authors and producers to receive remuneration for their creations caused, to a certain extend, the erosion of the citizens’ right of access to such goods as scientific achievements, artistic works, information in public interest and so on. The protection of creative works contradicts the possibilities opened by the new media which enable a quick and free exchange of information and peer-to-peer communication. The famous case of Napster shows that technological advance is vulnerable to social (predominantly juridical) constraints and social determinations of the use of technology. 

Intellectual property rights importantly transform the modes of sociality, so they call upon the reflection about these transformations and the new conditions for the production of knowledge, art and information. The mini-symposium and the working meeting are intended to create a platform for a future research project with international groups of researchers. The mini-symposium will help breaking the ice and will provide the opportunity to the participants to present their recent achievements and to discuss their views. Presentations and discussions will focus on general issues related to intellectual property, not necessarily related to more specific subjects on the agenda of the subsequent working meeting. The mini-symposium will be open to the public and will contribute to local debates on intellectual property and its social consequences. 
The afternoon session on September 30, and the morning session on October 1 will be closed for public since the participants will work on the research project proposal later to be submitted to the Culture 2007 call for proposals. According to the rules of Culture 2007, we can propose our subject of research only with regard to a certain field (like “literature, books and reading”). Consequently, the research project will, in the first phase, concentrate on this field. This field is intriguing due to the fact that intellectual property rights translate traditional social concerns (the public support to general reading, public educational policies, access to information, general participation in politics, and so on) into arrangements and institutions that are economic by nature. They introduce the economic logic into areas traditionally managed through other policy instruments (public libraries, publishing…), and tend to create contradictory situations. These contradictions are often solved in a more improvised ways under the pressure of immediate concrete and practical concerns; such an approach obfuscates the overall picture. The aim of the working meeting will be to develop a methodological approach that will help to know better the system and its overall social consequences. Concrete output of this meeting will be a research project proposal within the frame of Culture 2007. During the meeting, we will also discuss technical and administrative details about this particular call for proposals. Ms. Mateja Lazar from Cultural Contact Point Slovenia will kindly assist us in these matters.
Programme:
Friday, September 29, 2006

Arrival of participants to Ljubljana. Foreign participants will stay at Grand hotel Union, Miklošičeva 1, Ljubljana (tel. 386 (0)1 308 12 70)

19.00 Dinner for all participants (Restaurant Julija)
Saturday, September 30, 2006

9.30 – 14.00
Mini-symposium (Mestni muzej/City Museum, Gosposka 15, Ljubljana, tel. 386 (0)1 2412-500)
1. part (chair person Aldo Milohnič)

9.30 – 9.45
Welcome address: Lev Kreft, Director of the Peace Institute
9.45 – 10.15
Michel Vivant

10.15 – 10.45
Giovanni Ramello 

10.45 – 11.15
Maja Bogataj Jančič
11.15 – 11.45
Discussion

11.45 – 12.00
Break

2. part (chair person Sebastian Reinfeldt)

12.00 – 12.30
Joost Smiers
12.30 – 13.00 Maja Breznik

13.00 – 13.45 Discussion (with participation of Jaka Primorac, Sebastian Reinfeldt, Aldo Milohnić and others)
14.00 – 15.45
Lunch (Restaurant Pri Škofu)
16.00 – 19.00
Working meeting of participants: preparation of research project – first part (Mirovni inštitut /Peace Institute/, Metelkova 6, 1000 Ljubljana, library room)
20.00 Diner (Restaurant Špajza)
Sunday, October 1, 2006

9.30 – 13.00 Working meeting of participants: preparation of research project – second part (Mirovni inštitut /Peace Institute/, library room)
Ms. Mateja Lazar (Cultural Contact Point Slovenia) will present the next Culture 2007 programme
13.15 – 16.00 Lunch (Restaurant Bella Maria)
Departure of guests

