[image: image1.wmf]image1.wmf





EVALUATION REPORT

International symposium »The Power of Alternative Media: Experiences from Southeastern Europe« (Socialni center Rog, Ljubljana, October 11, 2012)

The international symposium »The Power of Alternative Media: Experiences from Southeastern Europe« was organized within the framework of the East East Beyond Borders Program (OSF) at the Peace Institute. 

This project aimed at exchanging knowledge with other organizations, active in the alternative media field. The focus was to debate various social topics and through encounters empower the creators of alternative media. Alternative media bring an alternative to the political mainstream, ideologization of society and censorship. The important characteristic is to advocate social changes and strive for social and political reforms. Alternative media production is directed to satisfy interests and needs of marginalized groups, who have limited access to mass media – which means in the case of the Kings of the Street Association and partners in this project, the homeless and other socially excluded groups. This initiative brought together various alternative media actors from Slovenia, Croatia and Serbia to exchange experience, discuss problems and future prospects, as well as to empower alternative media producers and vendors.
The evaluation was prepared on the basis of anonymous questionnaire, delivered at the end of the program. The results of evaluation enable the organizers to have an insight to the quality and suitability of the symposium and the satisfaction of participants. The gained results will serve to the future improvements and changes in the organization of similar events. The questionnaire consists of open and closed questions. In the case of the latter the Likert's 1-to-5 scale of measure was used for evaluation of various organizational and content aspects, where 1 meant "extremely poor," 2 "bad", 3 "good", 4 "very well" and 5 "excellent" or the ability to respond with a yes/no/maybe. 18 participants returned the questionnaire to the organizers. 

In the first question the respondents evaluate the overall satisfaction with the organization and the process of the symposium. Nine respondents (50%) assessed their satisfaction with symposium as excellent (5), eight (44,4%) as very good (4) and one (5.6%) as well (3).
	
	


Through the second question the participants more specifically evaluated certain aspects of the organisation. A majority of respondents, specifically ten (55.5%), assessed the information before and during the event as very good (4), four (22.2%) as excellent (5), two (11.1%) as good (3), one respondent (5.6%) as poor (2) and one (5.6%) as very low (1).
The suitability of the place for the implementation of the symposium the eleven respondents (61%) assessed as excellent (5), five (28%) as very good (4), one (5.6%) as good (3) and one as bad (2).

The timing of symposium was in the opinion of the ten respondents (55.5%) excellent (5), six (33.3%) assessed it as very good (4), one (5.6%) as good (3) and one (5.6%) as very low (1).
An open question "would you like to specifically highlight anything in relation to the organization of the symposium?" was answered by six respondents. Highlighted are the attraction of participants, the content and a good atmosphere. One of the respondents approved the effort for equalizing the use of languages, and the other was of the opinion that the symposium was organized in accordance with the topic. One respondent wrote that the choice of the place was appropriate, as this allows for relaxation and spontaneity, meanwhile the second respondent would prefer other place. 
On the question of whether the symposium was useful to them, they all (18) answered in a positive way. The fifth question was dedicated to the evaluation of the content aspects of the symposium. The appropriation and relevance of the content ten participants (55.5%) assessed as excellent (5) or as extremely appropriate, seven (38.9%) as very good (4) or very appropriate, and one (5.6%) as good (3) or appropriate. The possibility of content participation fourteen respondents (77.8%) assessed as excellent (5) and four (22.2%) as very good (4). The quality and usefulness of the information, provided by the participants of the symposium, twelve respondents (66.7%) assessed as very good (4) and six (33.3%) as excellent (5).

The participants were asked to specifically highlight the certain content aspects of the symposium and four of them filled-in this part. One participant stressed the diversity of projects and programs which have participated in the symposium, but with their overall thematic fields (in accordance with the alternative project). The other participant put forward the quality of the gained information, the exchange of experience and ideas which will serve to the improvement of their magazines and can also serve to connect in a common regional campaign in the future. Third participant welcomed the exchange of information, in particular in the area of comparisons of alternative media, meanwhile the fourth summed up the alternative media aspect as those who have no commercials and act autonomously.
Last question explored the possibility of cooperation in similar event in the future if such symposium would be organized again and sixteen participants (88.8%) answered “yes”, only two (11.2%) with “a possible” answer.

