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South East European Network for Professionalization of Media
Comparing Media Reforms

Trans-regional conference
Ljubljana (Slovenia), 29-30 November 2012

Hall of Rectors, University of Ljubljana, Kongresni trg 12, Ljubljana
Goals:
The two-day trans-regional meeting »Comparing Media Reforms« in Ljubljana aims at peer exchange of knowledge and at critical reflection, evaluation and comparison of key elements of media system transformations/media reforms in different regions of the world within the process of democratic development after the break of authoritarian regimes or in other circumstances which systematically hamper democracy and citizens’ rights to communication and information. 
The conference also provides opportunity to connect analysts and protagonists of campaigns for media reforms and media system transformations in different regions of the world with purpose to learn lessons from successes and failures in the field of media and democracy in different regions and discuss ideas for trans-regional collaboration and exchange in media policy development and media reform campaigns.

The conference is organised with the support of 
the East East Beyond Borders Program and Media Program of the Open Society Foundations.
Final agenda 

Thursday, 29 November 2012
Host of the morning sessions: Brankica Petković, Peace Institute, Ljubljana, Slovenia

9.30​-10.15 Introductory session
Why and how to compare media reforms in different regions of the world?

Introduction: Brankica Petković, Peace Institute, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Speakers: Paolo Mancini, University of Perugia, Italy
     Sandra B. Hrvatin, University of Primorska, Koper/Capodistria, Slovenia
10.15-11.30 Session 1
Lessons learned: 
Social and historical reflections of media system transformations in different regions

Case study 1: Central and South Eastern Europe
Speakers: Remzi Lani, Albanian Media Institute, Tirana, Albania

     Zrinjka Peruško, University of Zagreb, Croatia
     Tarik Jusić, Center for Social Research “Analitika”, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina

     Judit Bayer, King Sigismund College, Budapest, Hungary
11.30-12.00 Coffee break
12.00-13.00 Session 2
Lessons learned: 
Social and historical reflections of media system transformations in different regions

Case study 2: Latin America 
Speakers: 
Guillermo Mastrini, Quilmes National University, Argentina

Rodrigo Gómez García, Metropolitan Autonomous University, Cuajimalpa, Mexico City, Mexico
13.00-14.00 Lunch break

Host of the afternoon sessions: Sandra B. Hrvatin, University of Primorska, Slovenia

14.00-15.00 Session 3
Recent initiatives and strategies for media reforms:
What doesn’t work in terms of media and democracy in different regions and how to influence changes?
Case study 1: Middle East and North Africa
Speakers:
Larbi Chouikha, Institute for Press and Information Sciences (IPSI), Tunisia
Aboubakr Jamai, Lacome.com, Morocco

15.00-16.00 Session 4
Recent initiatives and strategies for media reforms:

What doesn’t work in terms of media and democracy in different regions and how to influence changes?
Case study 2: UK and USA
Speakers:
Justin Schlosberg, Coordinating Committee for Media Reforms & Department of Media and Cultural Studies, Birkbeck, University of London, UK
Timothy Karr, Free Press, Massachusetts and Washington, USA

16.00-17.00 Working groups
Working group meetings: 

to discuss key issues, ideas and strategies for joint trans-regional initiatives

Working group 1: Ideas and strategies for trans-regional approach in collecting and aggregating data and arguments for media reforms: research agenda and methodology

Chair: Rodrigo Gomez
Working group 2: Ideas and strategies for trans-regional approach in communicating and influencing changes: strategies and platforms for advocacy and campaigning

Chair: Justin Schlosberg
Working group 3: Ideas, suggestions and platforms for revisiting theoretical framework (categories) in analyzing and comparing media systems and social changes (e.g. using International Communication Associations Pre-conference scheduled for 17 June 2013 at the Goldsmiths, University of London, etc.)
Chair: Zrinjka Peruško
19.00 Dinner

Friday, 30 November 2012
Host of the morning sessions: Sandra B. Hrvatin
9.30-10.30 Session 5






Media reforms and the role of the state: 

What is the place for the state (the role of the state) in the reformed media systems?

How to understand successes and failures in media and democracy through assessing the role of the state in different countries/regions? 
Speakers:
Andrei Richter, School of Journalism, Lomonosov Moscow State University, Russia 
Guillermo Mastrini, Quilmes National University, Argentina
Viktorija Car, University of Zagreb, Croatia

10.30-11.30 Session 6
Political economy of the media as a subject of reforms:

What we know about the impact of media ownership patterns and labour relations in the media industry on media and democracy in different regions? How to generate knowledge and develop campaigns for change of harmful media policy and practices in this field? 

Speakers:
Rodrigo Gómez García, Metropolitan Autonomous University, Cuajimalpa, Mexico City, Mexico
Snežana Trpevska, School of Journalism and Public Relations, Skopje, Macedonia
Larbi Chouikha, Institute for Press and Information Sciences (IPSI), Tunisia 

11.30-12.00 Coffee break
12.00-13.00 Session 7
Journalists as agents of media reforms?
Are journalists initiators and active participants of media reform movements?  What influence their engagement and emancipation in different regions? 
Speakers:
Jovanka Matić, Institute of Social Sciences, Belgrade, Serbia
Joel Okao, Panos East Africa, Uganda
Mandakh Myagmar, Press Institute, Ulan Bator, Mongolia

Alan Rusbridger, Editor-in-chief of the Guardian, London, UK (video statement)
13.00-14.00 Session 8
Impact of digitalization on media reforms
Understanding the internet and information technology when demanding media reforms 
Speakers: 

Timothy Karr, Free Press, USA
Aboubakr Jamai, Lacome.com, Morocco
Lenart J. Kučić, Delo, Slovenia
14.00-15.00 Lunch break

Host of the afternoon sessions: Brankica Petković
15.00-16.00 Session 9
Strategies for media reforms

Sharing ideas and experiences in developing strategies how to articulate and advocate for media reforms

Who takes initiative and which institutional framework to chose, which methods and activities to develop, how to gain public support, how to build coalitions, how to sustain activities etc. Summarizing experience from different regions. 
Speakers:
Roberto Beličanec, Media Development Center, Macedonia

Giovanni Melogli, International  Alliance of Journalists, together with European Alternatives an initiator of the European Initiative for Media Pluralism
Timothy Karr, Free Press, USA

Larbi Chouikha, Institute for Press and Information Sciences (IPSI), Tunisia 

16.00-17.00 Closing session

Conclusions

Are there common concerns and ideas about fundamentals of media reforms in different regions to be compiled in joint statement?
+
Summaries from the workshops on ideas for joint trans-regional initiatives in research, advocacy and campaigning on media reforms.
19.00 Dinner

