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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
Boys in Care – Strengthening boys to pursue care occupations
21 JUNE 2019 
ISTITUTO DEGLI INNOCENTI, FLORENCE (ITALY)
The project (www.boys-in-care.eu), which is funded by the European Commission under the REC (Rights Equality and Citizenship) programme, aims at supporting boys in atypical educational and vocational choices, and notably at supporting them in undertaking care education and careers (including, inter alia, health care, elderly care, early childhood education and primary school teaching). By pursuing this aim the project on the one hand, challenges gender norms and the cultural ascription of care work and, on the other hand, fosters the concept of caring masculinities.
The project is run by six organisations based in six different European countries: Dissens - InstitutfürBildung und Forschunge.V(Germany), Verein fürMänner‑ und Geschlechterthemen (VMG) (Austria),IstitutodegliInnocenti (Italy),Center of Women's Studies and Policies (Bulgaria), The Peace Institute (Slovenia) and Center for Equality Advancement (Lithuania).
The European conference will be the opportunity to present the project's findings, results and outputs, namely the capacity building programmes addressing teachers and vocational counsellors in the six involved countries, the educational and awareness raising materials developed and best practices at national levels. The conference will also be an opportunity for international experts and for participants to exchange views and to provide inputs for further work. Keynote speaker will be Victor Seidler, Professor of Social Theory in the Department of Sociology at Goldsmiths University of London. Professor Seidler is the author of many key texts on gender, particularly in relation to men and masculinities, including 'Rediscovering Masculinity: Reason, Language and Sexuality'; 'Unreasonable Men: Masculinity and Social Theory'; 'Man Enough: Embodying Masculinities'; 'Young Men and Masculinities: Global Cultures and Intimate Lives'.
RSVP: international@istitutodeglinnocenti.it
This conference has been produced with the financial support of the ‘Rights, Equality and Citizenship’ (REC) Programme 2014-2020 of the European Union. 

The contents of this conference are the sole responsibility of the Boys in Care project team and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Commission.
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PROGRAMME
	9.30-10.00
	Registration of participants

	10.00-10-15
	Welcome – Istituto degli Innocenti
Maria Grazia Giuffrida, President of the Istituto degli Innocenti (Italy)
Alessandro Mariani, member of the Board of Directors, Istituto degli Innocenti, University of Florence and IUL University (Italy)

	10.15-11.10
	Project presentation
Facilitators: 
Francesca Lamedica, Istituto degli Innocenti (Italy)
Bernard Könnecke, Dissens - Institut für Bildung und Forschung (Germany)

	10.15-10.25
	Introduction: What is the problem?
Bernard Könnecke, Dissens - Institut für Bildung und Forschung (Germany)

	10.25-10.40
	Why is it necessary to talk about masculinity when talking about caring professions?
Elli Scambor and Marc Gärtner, Institut für Männer und Geschlechter themen Steiermark (Austria)

	10.40-10.55
	How to train and engage teachers and counselors on the topic?
Vilana Pilinkaite Sotirovic, Center for Equality Advancement (Lithuania)

	10.55-11.10
	Support Actions for Boys
Živa Humer, Peace Institute (Slovenia)

	11.10-11.30
	Discussion and Questions

	11.30-11.50
	Coffee Break

	11.50 – 13.00
	Key Note Speech: Victor Seidler: Caring Masculinities and Psychosocial Imaginations
Facilitator: Elli Scambor, Institut für Männer und Geschlechter themen Steiermark (Austria)
Discussion

	13.00-14.00
	Lunch

	14.00-15.30
	3 Workshops in parallel sessions

	
	1.  Boys*Day Expertise from Germany - How to do a Boys*Day and best practices
Facilitators:
Daniela Döbler, Boys'Day Coordination Berlin, LIFE - Bildung Umwelt Chancengleichheite.V. 

Sascha Meinert, Boys'Day Coordination Germany, Kompetenzzentrum Technik-Diversity-Chancengleichheit e. V.

	
	2.  Gender stereotypes in education
Facilitators:
Vilana Pilinkaite Sotirovic, Center for Equality Advancement (Lithuania)
Maria Tiidus, Gender Equality and Equal Treatment Commissioner's Office (Estonia)
Vilma Gabrieliute, Office of the Ombudsperson for Equal Opportunities (Lithuania)

	
	3.  Boys in care methodologies
Facilitators:Erika Bernacchi, Istituto degli Innocenti and Daniel Holtermann, Dissens

	15.30-16.30
	Panel: How to overcome gender stereotypes in education and occupational segregation with a special focus on care work
Facilitators: Erika Bernacchi, Istituto degli Innocenti and Daniel Holtermann, Dissens
Charles Ramsden, Chair of the Gender Equality Commission, Council of Europe
Ole Bredesen Nordfjell, Reform – Resource Center for Men (Norway)
Jens van Tricht, Men Engage (The Netherlands)
Discussion
Closure
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